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November 5, 200FW 
Mai/roan,

RE: Ban beaver hunting and trapping on Oregon's federal lands NOV 1 0 2D2D

Dear Chair Wahl and Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commissioners: Received

As a resident of Southern Oregon, I'm writing to express my support for the petition 
to close beaver hunting and trapping on federal public lands. I, like many 
Oregonians, care about our wildlife and wild spaces and recognize the importance of 
beavers in maintaining the health of our environment which is why I urge you to 
approve the petition. 

Beavers are nature's engineers and our natural allies. They modify their habitats in 
ways that make it suitable for many other species to survive and thrive, including 
imperiled species such as salmon. They improve water quality, help maintain water 
temperature and protect us from the impacts of natural disasters such as wildfires 
and floods. Their contributions to a healthy environment are irreplaceable, for both 
humans and other animals, including species such as salmon that are on a rapid 
decline. 

Of the 4.2 million Oregonians, fewer than 170 people hunt or trap beavers. Such an 
action therefore is unjustifiable, when I compare the number of people benefiting 
from trapping and hunting beavers to the millions of Oregonians who benefit from 
all the services that beavers provide us. 

As decision makers on all issues related to wildlife, I am urging you to protect our 
beavers, and accepting the petition is an important first step toward that goal. 

Thank you. 

L. D. Bernhardt
Talent Oregon
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